5/31/78 


Dear Phil, 

Thanks for the CBTU/ Ray trial clip and the explanation on Lane/^racie from Wayne. 

It is not usual for Lane do perform acts of decency. It is usueil for Lane to 
formulate in special ways. I am suggesting that what with good intentions Wayo 
believes may be subject to other interpretations. 

I can. t imagine ^racie not booming a burden to ^Bha, that she right now can do 
enough for” him to justify what she costs or that he will permit the relationship to 
continue after he obtains whatever possible benefit he 3ees in what he has done. 

She is avluless as a witness, believe me. 

The question is not is she sane. I don t think ths hospital ever said she is not 
sane. The question seems to be is her brain damaged. The answer to this, before Dr. 

Cohen had his job, was that the brain damage is permanent. 

I dongt know what, all. happened down ther-'. The clippings were quite helpful. But 
if the reporting of th#contra temps was accurate the local authorities were off on the 
wrong issues, not unusual when one contends with "ane. 

It is not difficult for me to see a situation in which racie is on her own again 
and not in a position to be able to hack it. Lane is not going to keep her for the 
rest of her life. 

% understanding that the indefensible auspices of gracie's initial confinement 
has not be a question for years. _t was admitted years ago when I pointed Paul Yentntine 
at the story. The hospital was more than willing to let her out then if she h- d a 
place to go. During the evidentiary hearing Wayne was very helpful in our being able to 
get some of this in the record. Its present revelance except as a Lanist diversion 
is not apparent to me. 

I don't have to persuade my self that Tennessee justice may not be all I'd like 
it to be or that some of those involved in it are nincompoops or worse. But I do have 
tp be peruaded that any of this has any present-day meaning. 

Kaybe the ACLD has ample basis for wanting to get rid of Cohen other $han under 
the pressure of Lanists. But I know of nothing he has done with regard to racie that 
i3 at all unprofessional or reprehensible. Even if as also is not uncommon7 he over- 
reacted to Lane's trickery and defamations. 

I appreciate being kept up to date. When you return if there are any clips on the 
fing rel -ase to Halperin (still withheld from ,esar and me under our earlier requests) 
be glad to have them, “y initial feeling is that this release was to a ncn-subgect 
expert to arrange that only what was known and had been reported earlier (hence no 
real problem to the EBl} would receive any attention. 


Thanksand be? t, 



